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His  .Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third. 
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To  the  KIN  Gs  Moft  Excellent  MAJESTY. 


Yhe  Humble  Petition  of  the  fever al  Subfcribers 
hereto ,  "four  MajeJly  s  Mof  Loyal  Subje&s , 


Sheweth  to  Your  Majefty  ; 


®®HA  1  We  obtained  at  conliderable  Ex- 
&£,  pence  or  Your  Majefty  s  Governor 


t  L» 


*  S 


r-p  ~  _ 

-*-  ,'1^,  of  the  Province  of  New-FIampJhire , 
Grants  and  Patents  for  more  than  One 
Q®*&  Hundred  Townfhips  in  the  Weftern 

Parts  of  the  faid  fuppofed  Province  ;  and  being 
about  to  fettle  the  fame,  many  of  Us,  and  others 
of  Us,  having  actually  planted  Ourfelves  on  the 
fame,  were  dilagreeably  furprized  and  prevented 
from  going  on  with  the  further  intended  Settle¬ 
ments,  by  the  News  of  its  having  been  determined 
by  Your  Majefty  in  Council,  That  thofe  Lands 
were  within  the  Province  of  New-York  ;  and  by  a 
Proclamation  iflued  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Col- 
den,  in  Confequence  thereof  forbidding  any  further 
Settlement  until  Patents  of  Confirmation  fliould  be 
obtained  from  the  Governor  of  New-York .  Where¬ 


upon 
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upon  We- applied  to  the  Governor  of  faid  Province 
of  New-Torl ,  to  have  the  fame  Lands  confirmed  to 
Us  in  the  fame  Manner  as  they  had  been  at  firft 
granted  to  Us  by  the  Governor  of  the  faid  Province 
of  N ew-Hamp/hire  ;  when,  to  Our  utter  Aftonifh- 
ment,  We  found  the  fame  could  not  be  done,  with¬ 
out  our  paying  as  .  Fees  of  Office  for  the  fame,  at 
the  Rate  of  ‘Twenty  Five  Pounds ,  New-York  Money, 
equal  to  about  Fourteen  Pounds  Sterling,  for  every  > 
Thoufand  Acres  of  faid  Lands,  amounting  to  about 
'Three  Hundred  and  Thirty  Pounds  Sterling  at  a 
Medium,  for  each  of  faid.  Townfhips,  and  which 
will  amount  in  the  Whole  to  about £.  33,000  Ster¬ 
ling,  befides  a  Quit-rent  of  Two  Shillings  and  Six 
Pence  Sterling,  for  every  Hundred  Acres  of  faid 
Lands  ;  and  which  being  utterly  unable  to  do  and 
perform,  We  find  Ourfelves  reduced  to  the  fad  Ne- 
ceffity  of  lofing  all  our  paft  Expence  and  Advance¬ 
ments  ;  and  many  of  Us  of  being  reduced  to  abfolute 
Poverty  and  Want,  having  expended  Our  All  in 
making  faid  Settlements. 

Whereupon  Your  Petitioners  beg  Leave  mofl 
Humbly  to  obferve, 

1.  That  when  We  applied  for  and  obtained  faid 
Grants  of  faid  Lands,  the  fame  were  and  had  been 

at 
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at  all  Times  fully  underftood  and  reputed  to  lie 
and  be  within  the  faid  Province  of  N ew-H amp  (loir e> 
and  well  within  the  Power  of  the  Governor  of  that 
Province  to  grant  :  So  that  Your  Petitioners  hum¬ 
bly  hope  they  are  equitably  entitled  to  a  Confir¬ 
mation  of  the  faid  Grants  to  them.  : 

2.  The  faid  Grants  were  made  and  received  on 
the  moderate  Terms  of  Your  Petitioners  paying  as 
a  Quit-rent  One  Shilling  only,  Proclamation  Money, 
equal  to  Nine  Pence  Sterling  per  Hundred  Acres  ; 
and  which  induced  Us  to  undertake  to  fettle  faid 
Townffiips  throughout,  and  thereby  to  form  a  full  - 
and  compacted  Country  of  People,  whereas  the 
impofing  the  faid  Two  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  Ster¬ 
ling  per  Hundred  Acres,  will  occafion  all  the  more 
rough  and  unprofitable  Parts  of  faid  Lands  not  to 
be  taken  up  ;  but  Pitches,  and  the  more  valuable 
Parcels  only  to  be  laid  out,  to  the  utter  preventing 
the  full  and  proper  Settlement  of  faid  Country,  and 
in  the  Whole  to  the  lefiening  Your  Majefty’s  Re¬ 
venue. 

* 

3.  Your  humble  Petitioners  conceive,  that  the 
infilling  to  have  large  and  very  exorbitant  Fees  of 
Office  to  arife  and  be  computed  upon  every  Thou- 
fand  Acres  in  every  Townlhip  of  Six  or  perhaps 

more 
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more  Miles  fquare,  and  that  when  one  Patent,  one 
Seal,  and  one  Step  only  of  every  Kind,  toward  the 
completing  fuch  Patents  of  Confirmation  refpe&ive- 
iy,  is  neceflary,  is  without  all  reafonable  and  equi¬ 
table  Foundation,  and  muft  and  will  neceflarily 
terminate  in  the  totally  preventing  Your  Petitioners 
obtaining  the  faid  Lands,  and  fo  the  fame  will  fall 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Rich,  to  be  taken  up,  the 
more  valuable  Parts  only  as  aforefaid,  and  thole 
perhaps  not  entered  upon  and  fettled  for  many  Years 
to  come  ;  while  Your  Petitioners  with  their  nume¬ 
rous  and  helplefs  Families,  will  be  obliged  to  wan¬ 
der  far  and  wide  to  find  where  to  plant  themfelves 
down,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  live. 

Whereupon  Your  Petitioners  moll  humbly  and 
earneftly  pray,  that  Your  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  take  their  diftrefled  State  and  Condition 
into  Your  Royal  Confideration,  and  order  that  We 
have  Our  faid  Lands  confirmed  and  quitted  to  Us, 
on  fuch  reafonable  Terms, and  in  fuch  Way  and  Man¬ 
ner,  as  Your  Majefty  fhall  think  fit.  Further,  We 
beg  Leave  to  fay,  that  if  it  might  be  confiftent  with 
Your  Majefty’ s  Royal  Pleafure,  We  fhall  efteem  it 
a  very  great  Favour  and  Happinefs,  to  have  faid 
Townfhips  put  and  continued  under  the  Jurifdicftion 
.  ..  of 


of  the  Government  or  the  laid  .Province  or  IV ew- 
Hampjhire ,  as  at  the  hr  ft,  as  every  Emolument  and 
Convenience  both  publick  and  private,  are  in  Your 
Petitioners  humble  Opinion,  clearly  and  ftrongfy 
on  the  Side  of  fucli  Connection  with  faid  Ne'm 
H amp  (hire  Province.  All  which  Favours  or  fuch 
and  fo  many  or  them  as  to  Your  Majefty  fhall  feem 
meet  to  grant,  We  humbly  afk  ;  or  that -Your  Ma¬ 
jefty  will  infome  other  Way  grant  Relief  to  Your 
Petitioners  j  and  they,  as  in  Duty  oound,  fhah  evct 

pray.  t 

Dated  in  New-England,  November,  1766.  And 

in  the  Seventh  Year  of  His  MajeJly  s  Reign. 
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